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VICTOR HAGEA

Lives and works in Minchen, Germany

www. victor-hagea.de

Surface and decoy -The Painting as Seduction
Few thoughts around and about Victor Hagea's imagery
thiwe b5 @ virbe] dimension ot stake in He image, a
kingd of spatiakity thane, of which Willlam Gibson might
say that “There's mo there.” The surface of the paint is
as virtual as 1t makes all boundaries permeabde” seg
there, in tho painting "Dream” (2001), “Thae Tissue of
Arigdne” {20002), or Gianases (20003, how wialls collapse
it marine weaves or linen folds, Dut ng contour can
dielimit the specificity of such things. Their physicality
is denied, transformed, and transfigured, They are
neither obiects, nor atmosphoric phendmsna, objects
pecome ineflable phenomeana and phenomena
recelve A magic substantiality in a waorkd in which
the trace of theldr crafting s skilifulty hidden. There
% no irace of difference. The fleidity of such world
makes it problemate o define the Kind ol spatiality
wee ate in, i is like 8 dream space, a vision, a space of
interval or in-between’s that allows things to cohabite
and o exist side by side in their irrationality, But the
true dtung of SUch Ryper-risl Space Wi might neees
BEl to know. Anyways, Hagea is not present there 1o
tell, | mean, the physicality of his body and hand. The
Master has erased tolafly his mastarful hand; there
s andy the intorstice of his body, that is, the waste
surface of hes huntifg mmagination. The interface of ks
imagination is projected inside owt on the surface of
thesa hallucinatory viskons. it fills up completely the
surface of paintings, as well as of the space bayoncd,
crossing out the frame, spiling ino the spacae of
ihe spectalor. There s 8 quile strong percepticn of
ihe will ol the painter to engage. His viewers in his
hypnotic wisions, o make them acknowledge the
parddoxality of (helr ground, to engage thiem in e kind
of delight il visual lust fromowhich one cannot escape
The wransparent screen of this kind of concept-lke
image, amedium of deception, as well as fascination,
achs a5 a surfece with its own depths in which ane
can nscribe onesel and erase one's own traces at
onsce hoone is finally there in the paint, nedither {he
artist nar his viewers, although, in a most ConspicUads
weay, they are all right there. Yet Hagea's viskon ks not
e king of a mere aptical Ilusion, nesther |5 148 puts
chcoy, A Barogque deceit of some historical extraction
Rather, it is the realllty of our own deep hyper-reality,
which he forces us to acknowledge and culthate - it
is the space of creative iImagination
Micaletha 1567, critic, wiriter
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